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February 3, 2025
Dear Member of Congress:

As the 119" Congress begins, over 300 undersigned members of the Ad Hoc Group for Medical
Research wish to welcome you. We invite you and your staff to consider this coalition as a
valuable resource regarding our nation’s premier medical research agency the National
Institutes of Health (NIH), and its impact on improving the health of patients across the nation.
The Ad Hoc Group for Medical Research, founded in 1982, is a coalition of patient and voluntary
health groups, medical and scientific societies, academic and research organizations, and
industry, dedicated to enhancing the federal investment in biomedical, behavioral, social, and
population-based research supported by NIH.

Nearly every medication, diagnostic, and other intervention in practice today has its origins in
NIH-funded research. Today, NIH investment takes place in every state and in nearly every
congressional district. NIH seeks to drive medical breakthroughs that will benefit patients
nationwide, advance potential treatments and preventive strategies for cancer and Alzheimer’s,
improve maternal health, and develop countermeasures for persistent or emerging health
threats. In 2024 alone, NIH research supported the development of a blood test that identified
Alzheimer’s disease correctly in older adults with nearly 90 percent accuracy. Such tests assist
in speedier diagnoses and improve access to earlier treatments - saving lives. NIH-supported
researchers developed a brain-computer interface that allowed a man to communicate after his
ability to speak was impaired by amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS). NIH-supported research
also developed 3D maps of cancer which have provided critical information on how tumors
develop, spread, and respond to treatments.

In addition to improving patients’ health, a robust, reliable investment in scientific discovery is
crucial to strengthening the economy in the near- and long-term and maintaining our nation’s
global dominance in medical discoveries. Through NIH, the federal government plays an
irreplaceable role in supporting biomedical research that is inherently inefficient for industry to
conduct but is essential to inform our fundamental understanding of medicine. More than 80
percent of the NIH’s budget supports research in all 50 states and D.C., as well as U.S.
territories, at medical schools, teaching hospitals, universities, and research institutes, which
often are among the largest employers in their respective communities. In fiscal year (FY) 2023,
federal support of medical research directly and indirectly supported over 400,000 jobs and
produced nearly $93 billion in new economic activity nationwide — or $2.46 of economic activity
for every $1 of research funding. Moreover, as the world’s premier public funder of medical
research, the NIH plays an important role in our nation’s international leadership, drawing top-
tier talent from across the world to benefit the health and wellbeing of American communities
and patients.

Even with the longstanding bipartisan support for the groundbreaking research supported by
NIH, the agency is only able to fund approximately 1 in every 5 promising proposals, leaving
potentially lifesaving science on the table, a challenge that is compounded when funding does
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not keep pace with inflation. In November 2024, over 400 organizations across the NIH
stakeholder community recommended at least the Senate Appropriations Committee approved-
level of $48.9 billion for NIH in FY 2025. This investment would help expand the potential for
new cures and other interventions for patients and their families, fully capitalize on scientific
opportunity, and ensure that NIH remains the global leader in medical research.
Underinvestment in research supporting cures and treatments for patients not only harms the
health of Americans, but also weakens our international leadership and status as a premier
destination for global research talent.

Our community is grateful for the longstanding bipartisan and bicameral commitment to ensure
that investment in NIH remains a national priority. We look forward to working together in the
119" Congress and thank you again for your leadership and prioritization of the work that brings
hope to patients and their families.

Sincerely,
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